
Lichtenbergianism for Kids, Kid Reader Copy, (Tuesday, May 29, 2018)

p. 1



That’s because human beings are creative.  We are addicted to 
Making the Thing That Is Not. We cannot help ourselves.

So yes, you are creative. Unless you are a dog or a houseplant.

WHAT IS LICHTENBERGIANISM?

Don’t worry about that right now. We’ll talk about it later.

Right now I want to talk about Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart. 
You probably know his name; I hope you know his music. 1

Mozart was one of the few absolute geniuses that we humans 
have ever produced. This is just fact. You will not find anyone 
who will argue against this fact.

When he was five years old, he had his first 
public appearance performing in concert, on both 
the violin and the piano.

When he was eight, he wrote his first 
symphony.

When he was twelve, he wrote his first opera.

When he was 26, he got married against his 
father’s wishes.

When he was 30, he wrote his most popular opera, 
The Marriage of Figaro.

When he was 36, he died.
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Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

1756–1791



Everything we know about him indicates that the music came 
straight out of his head and onto the paper in one pure and 
perfect stream. He never seemed to stop to think what came next. 
He never seemed to go back to correct anything.

MUSIC NERD TALK:

When you write music for more than one instrument, you 
have to produce a score, which has all the instruments on one 
page, like this:

…and then you have to copy out the parts for each 
instrument. 2
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Here’s a string quartet:

We know for a fact that Mozart could write a string quartet in 
his head while riding in a coach, and then when he finally got to 
pen and paper he would write out the parts first, only later filling 
out the score.
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Who does that kind of thing??

A genius, that’s who. 3

AND WE DON’T HAVE TO DO THAT.

1 If you don’t, what a grand adventure you have before you! Start with his wind concertos: clarinet, 
bassoon (my favorite), flute (2), French horn (4).  You won’t regret it.  Search YouTube for “Mozart 
bassoon concerto” and go from there.
2 Yes, in the old days, you literally had to hand-write every part. People made a living doing this. They 
were called copyists.
3 Also, maybe a genius who liked showing off, like Mozart.
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